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(English)

Recruitment of Participants sba
[Intemational Youth Entrepreneurship Olympiad 2026] xezxizge

The Seoul Metropolitan Government, in cooperation with the Seoul Business
Agency (SBA), hereby announces the International Youth Entrepreneurship
Olympiad. This global competition aims to revitalise Seoul’s startup ecosystem
and enhance entrepreneurial capacity among international youth by identifying and
nurturing innovative startup ideas. We invite all aspiring entrepreneurs to join us.

May 2026
CEO, Seoul Business Agency (SBA)

Overview

o Event: International Youth Entrepreneurship Olympiad 2026
o Mission: To foster innovative startup ideas from next-generation entrepreneurs

worldwide
Logo Slogan
!wYmpEQ'E"n‘i;";‘..l‘;”ei'rZ&“J“ Dream. Dare. Deliver.

o Application Period: Mon, May 18 — Mon, July 27, 2026, by 10:00 AM (KST)
o Eligibility: Individuals or Teams of up to 3 members
- Secondary School Division: Middle & High school students (grades 6-12 or
equivalent age groups)
- University Division: Undergraduate students (including students on leave or
prospective graduates) aged 34 or under.
% Note: Open to domestic and international students of all nationalities. Only one

entry per person/team is allowed.

o Theme : All areas related to entrepreneurship (Open Theme)

o Awards and Prizes : Total Prize — USD 18,000 *USD 9,000 per division
Grand Prize (1 team): $5,000 / Awarded by the Mayor of Seoul

Gold (1 team): $2,000 / Awarded by the Mayor of Seoul

Silver (2 teams): $1,000 / Awarded by the CEO of Seoul Business Agency
Bronze (3 teams): Awarded by the CEO of Seoul Business Agency



o Procedure

(DRecruitment (2)Preliminary (3)Semi-Finals @Seoul ®Finals
(Document) (Presentation) City Tour (Presentation)
=
May 18 — July September 8, September 9, September 10,
27, 2026 July 30, 2026 2026 2026 2026

% All times are based on Korea Standard Time (KST)

% A startup mentorship programme will be held for the semi-finalists during the period from
August 4 to August 31, 2026.

o Application Method

- Secondary School Division: application form and presentation materials
- University Division: application form, business proposal and presentation materials

- Visit the “Startup Plus” website to download the application documents:
https://startup-plus.kr/project/ PRJ006960?lang=en

— (Domestic Applicants) submit via the “Startup Plus” website

— (International Applicants) submit via email (jykim9@sba.seoul.kr)

o Required Documents

Category (Mandatory) Required Documents Remarks
Application Form_Name (Prescribed) _

Both (Application, Consent for Collection, Use, and Provision of Personal Information)

Divisions
Presentation Materials (PPT) PDF Only

University ,

o Business Proposal (Free Format) PDF Only
Division

o Note: All submitted materials and presentations must be in English.

n Detailed Schedule

1. Preliminary (Document Review)

o Date: Thu, July 30, 2026 (KST)
o Teams to be Selected: Approximately 20 teams per Division

o Evaluation Method: Document evaluation of the submitted materials
o Announcement of Results: Mon, August 3, 2026 (Tentative, KST)


mailto:jykim9@sba.seoul.kr

2. Startup Mentorship

o Period: Tue, August 4 — Mon, August 31, 2026 (KST)

o Description: Startup mentoring on business model development and pitch coaching
(two sessions per team)

o Participants: Approximately 20 semi-finalist teams per division
o Format: (Domestic Applicants) In-person / (International Applicants) Online

3. Semi-Finals (Presentation)
o Date: Tue, September 8, 2026 (KST)
o Venue: Seoul Startup Hub Gongdeok (21, Baekbeom-ro 31-gil, Mapo-gu, Seoul)
o Presenters: Approximately 20 Semi-finalists per Division
o Teams to be Selected: Approximately 7 teams per Division
o Evaluation Method: In-person presentation based on submitted materials

% Online presentations will be available for international applicants.
o Announcement of Results: Wed, September 9, 2026 (KST)

4. Finals (Presentation)
o Date: Thu, September 10, 2026 (KST)

o Venue: Art Hall 2, Dongdaemun Design Plaza (DDP), 281 Eulji-ro, Jung-gu,
Seoul

o Presenters: Approximately 7 finalist teams per Division
o Evaluation Method: In-person presentation based on submitted materials
% Online presentations will be available for international applicants.

5. Awards Ceremony / Closing Ceremony
o Date: Thu, September 10, 2026 (KST)
o Participants: Approximately 7 Finalists per Division
o Awards and Prizes

Award Awarded by No. of Teams per Division Prize per Team
Grand Prize Mayor of Seoul 1 $5,000
Gold Mayor of Seoul 1 $2,000
Silver CEO of SBA 2 $1,000
Bronze CEO of SBA 3 -




Evaluation Criteria

o Secondary School Division

Category Score Evaluation Criteria

10 Background and necessity of the business idea

Apé)ﬂ(;ﬁ:'l;astsensgsnof 10 Clarity of problem definition and understanding

(30) of the customer
10 Specificity of competitive landscape analysis
and persuasiveness of business strategy

Creativity & Innovation 15 Differentiation from existing solutions

(30) 15 | Novel approach from technological and
business-model perspectives
20 Implementation at the prototype level, or
Execution Capability & specificity of the implementation plan
Growth Potential (30) 10 Feasibility of execution and specificity of the
growth strategy
Expected Impact (10) 10 Potential for global market entry and

applicability across diverse cultural contexts

o University Division
Category Score Evaluation Criteria
10 Clarity of problem definition and understanding

Appropriateness of of the customer
Business Plan 10 Market analysis and target segmentation

(30) 10 Clarity and sustainability of the business
model's revenue structure
15 Differentiation from existing solutions
Creativity g;olnnovatlon Entry barriers and strategies for securing an
(30) 15 exclusive competitive advantage from a
technology/BM standpoint
20 MVP/prototype implementation of core
Execution Capability & functionality and evidence of market validation
Growth Potential (30) 10 Feasibility of execution and specificity of the
growth strategy
Expected Impact (10) 10 Potential for global market entry and

applicability across diverse cultural contexts

Il Eiigiviity Requirements

o Eligibili

Secondary | Middle and high school students, and individuals of equivalent age,
School including those on leave of absence, GED candidates, homeschoolers, and

Division students of alternative schools.




Open to undergraduates (including those on leave of absence or with
deferred graduation) who are prospective founders, or who run a startup

less than 3 years old* with no prior investment from professional investment

University institutions.
o * For sole proprietors, the date of "commencement of business" on the
Division business registration certificate applies; for corporations, the "date of
incorporation registration" applies.
* |[n the case of an operating startup, all executives, employees, and
shareholders must be university students.
Private small-scale investments: Simple gifts or loans from family members
or acquaintances, without equity—transfer agreements.
Crowdfunding: Reward—based (e.g., Wadiz, Tumblbug, Kickstarter) and
donation—based crowdfunding.
Other * Securities—based crowdfunding (including equity and lending

crowdfunding) is not permitted, as it is regarded as equivalent to

investment from professional institutions.

On—campus funding: Non-repayable grants or scholarships disbursed by the

university's main office or industry—academia cooperation foundation.

o Disqualifications

Any team that includes even one member who is not a student of the

Both relevant division.
Divisions | (e.g., If a team applying to the University Division includes a non—university
student member, the entire team is ineligible.)
University | Applicants who have graduated or completed their coursework, or who are
Division | graduate students rather than undergraduates.
Applicants whose business was founded more than three years ago.
Recipients of commercialisation funding from government or public agencies
for the same/similar business concept (including ongoing and completed
projects)
Other

Cases involving infringement of intellectual property rights, such as patents

or utility models, held by third parties.

Award winners of other startup idea competitions or contests (for the

same startup concept)




Investment from professional institutions: Cases in which equity investment
has been received from accelerators (AC), venture capital firms (VC),

corporate venture capital (CVC), or similar entities.

Third—party shareholders on record: Cases in which an external corporation
or organisation, other than the founding team, is listed as a shareholder in

the corporate register or the shareholder registry.

Equity—based university funds: Equity financing or transfers made through

university—backed funds or technology—holding subsidiaries.

X If any of the above disqualifying conditions is identified after the award
is granted, the award will be revoked and all prize money and related
benefits must be returned.

n Contact Information

o Olympiad Inquiries: The Olympiad Operator (Two M Entertainment)
DM twom-ent@twom-ent.com T +82-70-4788-1056

o Organising Department: Seoul Startup Hub 1, Seoul Business Agency
D} jykim9(@sba.seoul.kr & +82-2-2115-2036

M areisin HEBHTEH
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