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Secondary Schools — The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
Dual Program 2026

Information Sheet

Aims

“Secondary Schools - The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST) Dual Program 2026 aims to
provide an alternative pathway for students who are gifted in certain areas and passionate to explore more in these
knowledge domains so that they can:

(1) Spend most of their time at secondary schools for a healthy, holistic personal development together with peers
of the same age.

(2) Devote part of their time at HKUST studying and exploring subjects of their interest at an accelerated pace and
earn university credits.

Background

CDGT’s mission is to honour, recognize, and support students of diverse interests by developing and delivering
challenging diverse learning opportunities in various formats to the gifted and talented students. We believe that all
students have unique talent and they may not learn well with a fixed format of learning, and their interests are not
necessarily confined to the traditional secondary school curriculum. Besides focusing on academic excellence, one of the
key purposes of launching DP is to nurture unique talents with passion and commitment. Since its inception in 2011, over
200 secondary schools opting for local or international curriculum have joined the DP.

Teaching Mode

DP follows the University’s teaching mode, pedagogy, and course setting. We use lecture, group discussion, project-based
format for delivery. Guest speakers for specific topics are involved on occasion. Special take-home project deemed fit for
the purpose would be considered. All students are advised to start from Pre-stage or Level 1, whichever appropriate
to give them sufficient time to adapt to the University learning environment and teaching style while enjoying classes and
having the opportunity to engage in meaningful discussions with instructors and classmates.

Program Structure

DP has a 3-level progressive structure. At first entry, students can choose one of the following aspects which they have
shown excellent achievement or great potential in either Pre-stage Level or Level 1 (the Pre-stage Level is specially
designed for junior secondary school (the first three years of secondary school) students). Students who have successfully
completed a level with excellent performance can choose to proceed to the next level of the same aspect in the next year.

Course . .
Content Course Type Subjects Date Class Time
Level
Pre-stage | Bridging Courses Physics
Level to Level 1 Mathematics
Physics November 2026
Accelerated Non I Saturd
. Credit-beari Mathematics to aturdays
Matching Courses| Credit-bearing ) April 2027
Level 1 . Chemistry pri
in Secondary . .
Life Science
School Level . .
Engineering
Physics
Introducto Mathematics October 2026
Level 2# o Y Credit-bearing ) Saturdays
University Level Chemistry to
Life Science March 2027
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Engineering®

Examples of courses offered:
- Multivariable Calculus

University Level Weekdays
Y - Modern Physics September to ) Y
Courses on . . during
Level 3# o - Organic Chemistry I December 2027 . .
Specialized T . University
. - Biodiversity
Subjects Semester *

- Electro-Robot Design

- Computer Science

* ]. Schools may consider using government subsidies to provide financial aid to students, e.g. Life-wide Learning Grant, Diversity
Learning Grant provided by EDB. For details and guidelines on the use of the grant, please visit EDB website.
2. Financial Assistance will be provided for those in need.
# Teachers/students can decide whether to proceed to Level 2/Level 3 upon completion of Level 1/Level 2.
~  Special arrangements have to be made with secondary schools as these courses are offered on weekdays.
«* Level 2 Engineering course is non-credit bearing.

Pre-stage level courses are the bridging courses for Level 1 courses. They are specifically designed for junior secondary
school (the first three years of secondary school) students who demonstrate potential in the subject area. It aims at helping
them prepare themselves for further study of more advanced courses.

Level 1 courses are matching courses for students with experience of accelerated study in secondary school level courses
but are not quite ready for university level courses yet. Examples of Level 1 courses include accelerated (secondary level)

courses in Science aspects, Mathematics and Engineering.

Level 2 courses are introductory university level courses (credit-bearing) offered on weekends for groups of well-prepared

students. Examples of Level 2 courses include Year 1 University level courses in Science aspects, Mathematics and

Engineering *.

Level 3 courses are university level courses (credit-bearing) on specialized subjects for students with satisfactory
performance in Level 2 courses and are interested in going further into chosen areas of study. These students will take
the regular university courses (1 - 3 classes per week) with university students and special arrangements have to be made
with their own schools as these courses are offered on weekdays.

«* The Level 2 Engineering course is non-credit bearing.

Selection Criteria
1. Students must be nominated by School Principal or Representatives and are not restricted by their study level;
2. Each aspect will have its own pre-requisite. Teachers and students should read the details, including course

objectives and schedule, before nomination/enrolment to ensure the best learning outcome.

> Pre-stage Level
Junior secondary school (the first three years of secondary school) students who:

* Demonstrate strong potential and great interest in the related specific areas; OR

¢ Show commitment and achievement in the related specific areas.

> Level 1

¢ Students who demonstrate strong potential and great interest in the related specific areas; OR
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¢ Students who show commitment and achievement in the related specific areas.

Course Instructors
All courses will be instructed by HKUST faculty members or experienced instructors committed to nurturing students to

develop their full potential as scholars.
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Important Dates for Schools (Tentative)

Date Procedure
Program Information and Nomination Documents
August 2026 ¢ Being delivered to Participating Schools by mail
® Being sent to Coordinating Teachers by email
1/9/2026 (Monday) Nomination Period Begins
Online Information Session for Parents and Students (Conducted in Cantonese)
5/9/2026 (Saturday) .
® Introduction of the Dual Program by Course Instructors of each aspect
Online Nomination Seminar for Teachers (Conducted in Cantonese)
10/9/2026 (Thursday) . . . .
® Introduction of the characteristics of gifted students by a guest psychologist
® Briefing by CDGT staff on the school nomination procedures and criteria
25/9/2026 (Friday) Deadline for Submission of Online Application Form by Student Nominees
Deadline for Submission of Nomination List by School Coordinating Teachers
) ® School Coordinating Teachers collect copies of the online application
2/10/2026 (Friday) . .
acknowledgement emails from student nominees
¢ Complete and submit the nomination list to our center by mail or email
Nomination Result Announcement by email to School Coordinating Teachers and
5/11/2026 (Thursday)

Student Nominees

11/2026 —4/2027

DP Pre-stage Level / Level 1

10/2026 — 3/2027

DP Level 2 (Optional upon completion of Level 1)

9/2027 —12/2027

DP Level 3 (Optional upon completion of Level 2)

Please visit the following website for more details of the Dual Program: https.//cdgt.hkust.edu.hk/
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